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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA 
1. Statistics 


te ii Teidcavnecdisiewecaewecassevesceocecese O17 acres 
Estimated mid-year Home Population cccecesseccees 66260 
Average number of persons Per ACTE sescovcccseee 1655 
Humber Of amlabited HOUSES secesscseceeosevceseo 1/99 
Average number of inhabitied houses per acre eee Oct0 
Average number of persons per house eceseescecsee Joi/ 
Peele tee eaee dade cbekscnseensdaeesene £01,230 


Predict of 4 penny SEND og OO6 HOCOODOO OOOO COOODC £2535 


20 live Births and Birth Rate 


Live Births Males Females Total 
Legitimate @eceecoeeoeo f2 67 wep, 
PiVee Gitate -ceecwne 2 2 4 

Totals eacscocee vz 69 4143 


1957 Birth Rate (Crude) ees 22.0), per 1,000 estimated population. 


Using comparability factor 0.92 
Helston 1957 Birth Rate ee. 21.01 per 1,000 estimated population 
England & Wales Birth Rate 16.1 per 1,000 estimated population 


Annual Rates (Crude) oe = Weber O95 55* 1951." 1953 
Bale Pe 122.96 * 18,73 22046 


3e =Stillbirths 


Legitimate eeovcestece 3 Z 5 
Titer tana te eses ces 1 1 

ett 3 3 g 

Meet Totals = 1957 1956 1955 1954 1953 
G ve he 5 5 
4e Neo-Natal Mortality (Deaths of Infonts under }, weeks of age) 
> 
Males Females Total 

‘Legitimate eecoceccace 4 2 5 
Tllegitinate eeeo0cve = a 

Totals esccees 4 2 3 


emet Totals = 1957 1956 1955 195) 1953 
&] 2 b 5 5 


5e Maternal Mortality 
Deaths attributable to pregnancy eee NIL 


6. Deaths and Death Rate 


‘Males Females Total 
57 51 108 
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Deaths and the Death Rate contd. 


1957 Death Rate (Crude) = 17.25 per 1,000 estimated population 


Using comparability factor 0.61 
Helston 1957 Death Rate - 10.52 per 1,000 estimated population 
England & Wales Death Rate - 11.5 per 1,000 estimated population 


Annual Rates (Crude) - 1957 1956 1955 1954 1953 


fe Specific Death Rate 


Cardio-Vasculer disease Death Rate - 10.86 per 1,000 estimated population 


Respiratory Disease Rate ~ 4e44 per 1,000 estimated population 

Cancer Disease Death Rate = 448 per 1,000 estimated population 

8. Deaths from all Causes in 1957 Moles Females Totals 
ae Tuberculosis, respire.tory eeeceeecoseeccons = = oy 
oe Tuberculosis, other forns ereecsv0ecacvcre00c@ 4 = 4 
Le Syphilitic Disease erceceeseecreceseoees ade = 4 1 
lie Diphtheria @000020000800000028208000000020000008 mt saa = 

Be Whooping Cough Seer eseneceseeeoeoeseeere0ese = = 

66 Meningososcal Infections Seceesescceneecesee = os 
te Acute Poliomyelitis CCOCCHREO OC OROLEBSESEEEOCO = = ry 
Be Measles POeoeeeseesecsccecoecssecsoesceersse - ka 3 
9 Other Infective & Parasitic Discases eceeoce = = - 
10, Malignant neoplasm, stomach cecscecscccccese 4 4 2 
4i. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus cceccees 1 = 1 
ize el tenent HEOpLasm, DPEAST ecccereesessncee - 6 6 
13.6 Malignant neoplasm, uterus eeceeseceeceeesen - 4 q 
1h, Other maligmant & lymphatic neoplasms eeceee 4. 7 
156 Leukaemia, Jleukaenia Ceecceeceearceserecee0s es - = 
166 UD EICS Fees See eer at a — 
17. Vascular lesions of nervous sSyStcm sscesece 8 9 47 
18. Coronary Disease, Angina eeeeccerccesesaceeo 9 2 11 
19. Hypertension with heart disease ecececsecee 2 2 h. 
20. Other heart disease Seecceesesescveveeccces® 15 18 33 
216 Other circulatory disease weeevnececoveesace 2 4 5 
226 Influenza Pee eeesecveeeeoscecerscessveeresesre _ — 
Pog - DCUMONI cueaeceseedseeeceneccesecceceoece = 1 4 
Qhe Bronchitis POMOC OCHCHSEHOHLESSOSSHEOGEESCOODELOO®e i 4 5 
252 Other diseases of the respiratory system ee 3 - 3 
266 Ulcer of stomach and duodenum cececsscecccce - 2 - 
va Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhocs eeccecescece rm = 
286 Nephritis and. nephrosis Ceoeeocvceseerceseree0 2 2 m 
255 Hyperplasia of prostate Ceocecscceseegseccecces er a 
306. Pregnancy , childbirth, abortion eecoeecesced = = pe 
Cie Caren tal mMaAITOrMatiOnS sceseevcesooncecce 1 = 1 
32. Other defined & ill-defined diseases eecece 5 2 7 
foe) MOGOr Vehicle SCCIACHES sasccoseesceesesene - - ” 
She All other accidents See ceoseceoeseseoresoes = 1 1 
Coe OUICIUe gives uewsaceeeenueneceiassrcaec kee = sad . 
$6, Homicide & operations of War sececdsecesoves - - = 
a Oe ALS CHOCCEMSCHOLETAEECLeSELELOSOBDLO000 57 51 108 


96 Population Growth 


Resistrar General's Births Deaths Birth & Death 


Estinated Figure Rate 
1D eT 6,260 139 108 + 31 
1956 6,100 131 120 + 11 
AIDS 5,030 134, 117 + 17 
4954, Byo20 112 105 came 
#955 5,787 130 109 + 21 
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10. Comparative Birth and Death Rate for Year 1957 


ee ere. oO Smiller = 
Using comparebility 160 County Tovms (Res- London 
Factors Helston England Boroughs & ident Popu= Admin- 
Births = 0.92 Borough & Great Towms lation istra=- 
Deaths = 0,61 Wales (including 25,000 - tive 


London) 50,000 at County 
memes: 2 LR Rs 


~ BIRTHS Rates per 1,000 Home Population 
Live Births 21.01 16." tGet 16.0 lef 
Still Births 0.95 0.37 = = a 

re er) nes aes mre ar 
All Causes 10.52 11.5 1125 Wek. wie 
Typhoid & Paratyphoid 0.00 Oe. 00 0.00 O- OO O~ OO 
Whooping Cough 0.00 0, 00 0.00 0.00 O06 
Diphtheria 0.CO 0.00 O00 0.00 O~ OO 
Tuberculosis 0.16 Oo11 0.12 0.10 OP i) 
Influenza Oe 00 0.15 0015 Oe 15 0.12 
Smallpox O; OO Os ee) Os OO O5c 00 O5o 66) 
Acute Poliomyelitis O. OO 0.01 0-00 0.00 0.00 
Pneunonia 0.16 0.52 0.58 Osh? 0.65 
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GENERAL _ PROVISION OF _ HEALTH _ SERVICES 


This section covers both Kerrier Rural District and Helston Borough, 
as all services are shared alike between them, and certain services, such 
as Home Help and St. John Ambulance are specifically provided for both 
areas without distinction. 


1. Hospital Services 


Patient may be treated eat Camborme-Redruth Miners' and General 
Hospital, The Royal Cormwall Infirmery, Truro, The Falmouth and District 
Hospital, The West Cornwall Hospital, Penzance, or Helston Cottage 
Hospital, depending on the needs and residence of the patient. 


Tuberculosis inpatient treatment is centred at Tehidy Hospital, 
Camborne, ond out-patient and contact clinics are held at Camborne, 
Falmouth and Penzancce 


The Geriatric Unit is centred at Barncoose Hospital, Redruth, with 
annexes at Meneage House, Helston and Budock House, Falmouthe 


2. Midvifcry, Nursing ond Health Visiting Services 


Home Nursing ond midwifery are undertaken by the District Nurse/ 
Midwives, who are also Health Visitors, with responsibility for the care 
of children up to school are. 


Staff Complement 


Kerricr - 11 All purpose nurses 


Helston = 2 Nurse Midwives 
1 Full-time Health Visitor. 


PorthLeven 1 All purpose nurse. 


The work in the districts has proceeded well. In the more rural 
districts the nurse covers all duties, being general nurse, midwife, 
school nurse and health visitor. She is a practical nurse and a social 
worker coping with the difficulties of a scattered population to the 
best of her ability, and regarding the responsibilities of Health Teacher 
as an important part of her work, 


In Helston district there ore excellent attendances at the organized 
Welfare Clinics, Ante-Natal Educationol Classes and now at the Parents 
Club started this year and held in the Band Room on the second Thursday 
of each month at 7.50 pemee Various Various speakers are invited to talk 
on special subjects associated with the important business of Parenthood. 
The membership grows anc the attendances have justified the experiment. 


Je Infant Welfare Clinic 


This is held weekly (Wednesday afternoon) at Meneage Hospital, Helston, 
end is principally attended by mothers end children from the Borough itself 
although some parents attend from further oficld. 


No. of sessions held ee. 51 51 54 51 51 
Total attendances duing 

the yeer eco eee eoe 1735 4115 4579 413555 1608 
Average attendance per 

Seger suai cows wen 3h. 28 31 27 31 
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4, Home Help Service 

The Service is administered by the W.V.S. from the offices of Kerrier 
Rural District Council, and covers most of the areca except some parts 
near Falmouth and in the North of the district nearer Camborne and Redruth, 
which are supplied with Home Helps from their respective nearest centres. 


No. of Maternity cases supplied with domestic assistance eee 18 
No. of cases assisted owing to illness in the home e.ccecesece 3 
No. of cases assisted owing to Old Age and Infirmity cecceece ae. 
No. of hours Home Helps were employed in respect of above ee. 11,903 


5. Ambulance Service 


The day cover for the district is provided primarily by the County 
Ambulance Service from the Redruth Depot, which operates 4 radio controlled 
ambulances and 4 utilecons without a radio. One additional utilecon is 
stationed at Gunwalloe and this is under wireless control from Redruth. The 
extreme Hastern part of Kerricr, from Ponsanooth to Budock is under the care 
of the County Ambulances based at Falmouth. 


By night, and at weekends, eover is provided by St. John Ambulance 
Brigade. The Helston Ambulance is on call for the bulk of the area, but 
it is reinforced as required by ambulances at Penzance, St. Ives, Hayle, 
Camborne, Illogen, Redruth ani Falmouthe 


The following table is a suwwmry of the work carried out by the Helston 
Ste John Ambulonee during the year, in addition to other romovals carried 
out by the County Ambulance Service. Comparison is made with the previous 
two ycars:- 


Month Patients halos Paticnts 1D R168 Patients miles 
paren ee COnVEyed Covered _ Conveyed _ Covered__ Conveyed _ Covered 
ne eee eee OG 
February ae aa ae 0 rr | es 26 
: i aes a ee ee I a ae 
ee ay 2 
sei oe ES ee ee eee ee eee Se 
= Was 20 ten oo, a dea ae Sao > Aaa al 
ene eee ee CF a CRT 002 
ee ee it 
Ee a: a =: UR: <1 
Oo EE Se aaa a: ee ey 
ee 
a ee a (Ca eT 


SS aa eee a a Ye 


= = 


6. Dental Services 


These sre provided by the County Council under the direction of a Chief 
Dental Officer. ach school is periodically visited, and when treatment is 
required arrangements are made for attendance at Menecage House, Helston, where 
dental clinic sessions are held weekly. Treatment is also provided at the 
clinic for pre-school children and nursing mothers when referred by the 
appropriate Medical Officer. 
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASTS 


1. Notifications of Infectious Discases during the yeer 1957 with comparative 
figures for the four preceding yceorse 


Helston and Kerricr Districts (combined) 


= 


tie aS: Sa ee 
& 


Disease Kerrier Helston’ Total 1956 1955 19 5. =. 1953 


(a ee ee ee ee ee ee ae 


hoid Fever _ - - - - - - a 


a a ee ee 


ee 


ee I sche emtcainsom ninco 
Paratyph shoud. Fe Fever - - - - - - - 
Oe BE tiled Tee 2 cg EF cca, oy el tl a 
Meningoccal Infection - - - - = ~ - 
cr <a alec = ee a ee So ke ee ee ee ee) 
scarlet I Fever. - 3 % 25 sb 5 
SS ee er nn ee ee ee ee ee ee 
“Whooping Cough ; 2 = 5 ae 1 B 12 
oe ER 0 ee )-e 


Diphtheria _ - - 
a 
_lrysipelas = - = = = 


I I re a a a es 


smallpox _ a — = - -— ~— 


a a ee a ee ee 


lcasles ECT 1 166 ii aa 5577 


a ae a ee a a ee ee ee 


Pneumonia _ 5 6 2 2 ae ae 


SR EE ee te a ee ee ee 


Aoute | Poliomyelitis 
Favalytic — __ 3 8 44 oe = = 


SS s =. a a a ee 


Non=Para Lae 4| - 4 - - - 


et te So eS et ee oe ee eS ee er te ae 
Food Poisoning - - - - 2 4 - 

Set wees cee aes = A St ee ee ee a ea ee ae eee 
Pue uerpera l eCX1a - -~ - - - ~ =_ 

Ses - = i. a ee Se ee a a Se ee se eS ee 


psec 2 = ies ee eee 
Acute Incephalitis - = - - - 1 - 


SSS ESE SE SE ee a ee ee re ee ee 


nthalnia a Neonatorum = - - = = = es 


Doi e e  o 
Tuberculosis 


Pulimona: 9 5 es Oh a yi ahaa : ee 
Non-Pulinonary _ 
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2. Infectious Discase Rates 1957 (per 1,000 estimated population) 


Se 


Disease Kerrier Helston & 
Bebe Borough Wales 


A a a a a ea ee + sp a ae ae te ee ee ee ee 


_Typhoid Fever _ Gee Wik ncn ie 0,00. 0,00 
Paratyphoid Fi Peover 0.00 500 Q.00 


SS 8 a a ee a ee a ee 


_Meningococcal - Infe "ection 0.00 0.00 0.02 


OS a ea ee ee ee ae ee Te 


Seeriet Fever  - ate TS er a ae 
Whooping Cough 2200 0.80 0.61 


Tc er a ee a ee ee EE 


Diphtheria _ Go. 000 0.00 


LS a a a tS 


—ftysipelas te 0,00" 0.08 


a ee 


Smallpox err  " C200" 0,00 


Fs re i ee 


Measles _ ae a 


ee a a ee ee 


Pneumonia 0. 22 0.16 oF 


2 ee a ee ee = 


Acute Poliomyelitis Cin ineluding Poliocncephalitis 
ects ee er 07 


SS ae a oe 


pee One arat ye ce ee ee 
Food P oisoning OM (3 So 6.6 eee © 


= = = ee 


Puerperal Pyrexia | : 0.00 Ov» OO 15099 


Se ee - = ase. ansm cae Se see oem 


_Dysentery_ a eas | 2 Oa On So As 
px per 1,000 live and still births 
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Comment 


The difference between the spread of disease in a large rural 
area. compared with a simall compact Borough is . curious fact, there 
is such a wide difference in the rates of notification of measles i 
the two districts. Although there was a minor measles epidemic last 
year throughout the two districts, the rural area has showm just as 
many cases as last year, whereas there has been no epidemic at all 
within the Borough, it is a fact therefore, that in regard to this 
oarticular disease the spread was not from the centre outwards but 
has come from other areas surrounding the rural district. 


In other respects except for Acute Poliomyclitis infectious 
diseases remained at a low level. 


Acute Polionyelitis 


There was a very small outbreak of Acute Toliomyelitis in and 
around Helston & Porthleven during the summer months. 


During July a single case occurred in Helston followed shortly 
by 2 further 2 cases in Helston and 2 in Porthleven. After an clapse 
of some weeks 2 more cases occurred in Helston and 1 which was 
unfortunately fatal in Gweek. Although considerable investigation 
was carried out into the movements end contacts of the various cases 
and their families no obvious connection other than a geographical one 
could be found. 


Owing to the very scattered nature of the outbreak and the 
small number of cases, it was not considered that this warranted any 
rigid methods of control, and in fact the outbreak died as quickly 
as it started. What does scem certain is that there were one or more 
Cormters circulating in the district at the time, and that by sheer 
chance verious children and adults had been infected, possibly by 
close contact in a shop or strect. 


Other than the fatal case mentioned above, only one other 
adult suffered any very serious paralysis and 3 of the cases 
occurring later in the outbreak were in fact non=paralytic. 


The curious nature of the disease is well illustrated by the 
fact that one of the cases in this outbreak occurred in a Guest house 
where there are several children, end also one of the cases which 
occurred in the Kerrier district was a child who arrived on holiday 
to a private hotel already suffering from the disease, and yet in 
neither case, although there are plenty of children in the houses, 
was a further case notificd, nor in fact did any signs of infection 
arise in the households, It is for this reason that I do not feel 
at the moment that strict isolation of family contacts is of any 
value in the control of the disecasc, and it is not my practice even 
to prevent fathers and mothers continuing to work at their normal 
yobs, so long as it docs not involve food handling or work whereby 
they are in close contact with children, such as school teachers. 


It was felt that the running of the Porthleven Swimming Gala 
was inadvisable, particularly to young adolescents who might be 
inclined to exhoust themselves physically. It is lmowthat strenuous 
exercise taken by pcople who are incubating poliomyelitis very 
frequently has fatal results, and for this reason I felt that I was 
justified in asking the Gala Committee to cancel the event, which they 
most kindly did, at some expense to the fund for which the event was 
to be held, 
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DMINISATION ona VACCINATE 


Kemier tural District 


3) + Ti sce } aden 
Diphtheria/Whooping Cough/Tetenus 


0 -. 5 years @eeaee@oocoeaeees @©Ooscvevveeaeocoeeo S82 @e05@ 


iS) — 45 YCOLS ceoccecscccecccecesecsveececsvce 


TOTALS @eesvcecoevecceeoocoeeoooo 


Diphtheri.a/Whooping Cough 


O - 5 YVEOLS eovoecrccecesecseccccecsececeoan 


5 4 45 yoars @ec@eeceeceoeoecoeeceona oases eo eooeeeosee 


TOTALS @eoeeoeceoovoeoeo0ecre eoa27ec O88 08 


Diphtheria 


0 is 5 years @eeeeaecveveee@ecoeeneoanececses3°7e09200 


5 ra gy years S@eerceeeeaeoeooeseeese0oesesdoosse 


TOTALS @co@eo@ece oes eeoeoeoeoeooos eo 


Whooping Cough 


O= 5 VYEOVS eocorsccoescercecveecceececese 


5 aa 1 VCALS eceocerscescsececesrces: vt0ceeecg 


TOTALS eeeeeeeeoeooeceoeceree2 e208 


Helston Borough 


Diphtheria/Whooping Cough/Tetanus 


0 = 5 YVCOPS seoccveccececreceececesecsevecce 


5 aed pe) YCOVS ecoeccceccesvsvcec ecsececeesoc ee 


TOTALS esoeee@e@Cceswseeeosoeseesoee 


Diphtheria/Whooping Cough 


O- 5 YSOLS evoceccecccecccescsecccscceses 


5 a WS YELLS eaccceccecececvresesseecececece 


TOTALS @eoeeeocoeoeeoeeneocnuesceeoeoanes 
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Diphtheria 


Primary Refresher 
O = 5 Years seccccccvccccncocecccocccccces 1 - 
5 = 15 YEALS seccccccccccccccccccccccccscce 8 120 
Be rates. ot cae vewae ss ee 9 120 
Whooping Cough 
Primary Refresher 
O = 5 YEArs svccnssscvcccevsscoccccorescns 90 1 
5 =~ 15 Years ecocsccncvccvcevccsvcsacecvcce 8 7 
OEE Garay dias aae hands 40 «ie 98 6 


There has been a great increase in the use of the triple Diphtheria/ 
Whooping Cough/Tetanus vaccine, and it does seem that in future this will 
be the vaccine of choice in the area. 


The total of immmisations carried out in respect of immunisation 
against Diphtheria is very considerably up on previous years, and I think 
that this reflects a great deal of credit on the ability of Health Visitors 
to persuade mothers of children of the advantages to be gained by 
immunisation, 


Smallpox Vaccination 


The following vaccinations were carried out in 1957:= 


Kerrier Rural District 


- fh mt/ 
Primary Re=vaccination aed eee a 
Peewee ee DY 1956 


0 a 5 years @eeeocoevee0eo@ 103 5 4108 10L. 
5 s oe YE2VS eccceocece 413 9 23 14 
Over 45 YEALTS ecccecoccs 47 17 64. 19 
Helston Borough 

Erimery Re-vaceination TOTAL TOTAL 

Waccimtios. t °. . ¥ 957 1956 
O- 5 YEITS cocececsece 90 2 92 58 
5 =15 YCOLS eoevccesece +3 in 20 = 
Over 15 years ceccecccs 5 15 20 11 
TOTALS 0. cles 2 132 89 


There is also, as can be seen from the figures above a considerable 
increase in the amount of Smallpox vaccination carried out during the year, 
and again this is most creditable to all concemed 
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Poliomyelitis Vaccination (for combined areas = Camborne-Redruth U.D.C. 
Kerricr R,D.C.,Helston B.C, ) 


At the end of 1957 the Minister of Health acting on the advice of 
the Medical Research Council decided, in order to complete immunisation 
of all children up to the age of 15 whose parents desired it, to pur- 
chase large quantities of poliomyelitis vaccine from Canada, It was 
therefore arranged to distribute cards for completion by the parents 
to all school children in the district, and these cards were given to 
the children at the end of the Autum tern, 19575 with instructions to 
return them as soon as possible. Cards were Cistributed to parents of 
children born in 1955 and 1956 and in the first half of 1957 by the 
Health Visitors as these parents hed not previously been circularised. 


Ag a result of this, out of approximately 13,500 children eligible 
in the combined areas there had been received by the 31st. December, 
1957, consent cards for 6,402 children, this figure of course including 
cards already received from the previous registration. At the end of 
the year in addition to the 193 children who were immumised in 1956 
there had been additionally immunised 1,182 in 1957. Of these 549 
children were inmunised in the Boeieen carn th area, 305 by myself and 
24). by family doctors. 


Thus there were at the end of the year 5,027 children awaiting 
immunisation against poliomyelitis before the summer began. This was 
a very considerable problem in view of the scattered nature of the 
whole area from Portreath to St. iteverne, but I am fortunate in that 
most of the family doctors in the district are themselves taking part 
in the scheme and will between them have immunised approximately half 
of the childrens It has also been found necessary to get the School 
Doctors, Dr. Cook and Dr. Knight, to take immunisation sessions on days 
when I am not available. have no doubt that we shall succeed in this 
task by the end of May 1958, should sufficient vaccine be made avail- 
able. 
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Kerrier Helston 


Noe Ge eases on egister at Fis iZe5 [se evccesces ae BA 
Dicwmeeoe® NOCIUUSH ucts ceecce veveeesevebeccees 17 10 
ie eS Eored Go HCLIStCE seavcceuseccensecesse 1 4 
No. of cases transferred from other areas eeee 6 2 
No. of cases transferred to other arcas ceeeces 8 3 
Benoved from Repister as Cured scavescsccecccs vi 4 
Noe died eeco@oeoocoeseeocoecneceeooeoe ose eoeaeoeaoeoeos eo 2 4 
New cases per 1,000 population sescsceccocecce O- 76 1255 
Death rate per 1,000 population eeoeeeeveo0eenov0ee Q, 09 0.15 


Contact Tracing 1957 


Cases on Register CeeescvrccevreCC Fe ODBC OL eos evr ecoae 117 Bs 
Contacts uncer 20 SeoCeeerceerov0cC eo e2 PCV OB RB ee00e 49 42 
Refused CCOHCCAECEPOHSCOLOOCECOREORESCTOSSLOOLTER0E®R 5) ay 
Skin Tested CCOSCHHCCOCOCCLCOC EMPL SOSOTOOFD00E BO OOOEO 10 42 
Awaiting Test at Ve tee be eesecreecvec evel esee 5 a 
Results of Skin Tests (Mantoux Tests) 

Positive ee PoVecccseo0r00e2009000008 7 3 

Neate (Susceptible) swececdecscecvcses 9 9 

BeCoGe Vaccination of Negative reactors 
Kermier Jielston 

Offered BeC.Ge Vaccination @x,eevvve0000700800000 12 3} 
Aecepted Be GC. Ge Vaccination ereeeerececvre0e%7 008 9 9 
Refused. BeC.Ge Vaccination ecxoocreeseecec eon ecoen % ed 
Awaiting Be C.Ge Vaccination eoevemeocceesecvecee a ai 
Other B.C.G. Vaccinations of remote contacts 22 9 
Total Bes G. Vaccinations Bcee2erecee0o0e cc e088 a 18 


This vaccination of contacts is an important part of control of the 
disease as by this means we are able to prevent relatives and fricnds of 
known cases from remaining susceptible to the disease. This tends to 
restrict the number of people who can be infected by the disease and 
gradually builds up a wall of immnity around cach patient, thereby saving 
others and at the same time making the patient less likely to worry about 
any possible danger to friends and relationse 


A further part is played by B.C.G. vaccination in the protection of 
susceptible children before they leave school. (The ficures for this area 
found in the next set of tables). 


No. of children eligible for Test (born 1943) eesse. 298 
No. consented CeP Keer rc seer eVoesesD02FO5C0000 08 0800080 259 
No, of children whose perents have refused investigation 55 
No, of children previously seen at the Chest Clinic rs) 
N@e Gt cuatoven Mentoux testcd sesesecersccscooseses 226 
Noo of children absent for test erxceeceseveece ce eooce g 
Nog of chaidren absent for inspection cecescceacvove us 
Nesrer Chatcdiren with Positive reaction secesssesscses 61 
Nes Cf Caiidren with Negative reaction sgscecccessesce 161 
Wesret ehaidven BoC.G. vaccinated sccscessenceasweve 164 


(These figures are for Helston & Kerrier combined). 


Level of Immunity in those tested 


Out of the 226 children skin tested and inspected only 61, or 
26.% had reached a stage where immunity could be assumed, 710 2% 
(161) were still susceptible, 161 were then vaccinated. 
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CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S REPORT 


For the Year ended 31st December, 1957. 


Public Health Department, 
The Guildhall, 
HELSTON,. 


To His Worship the Mayor, and members of the Borough Council. 
YOUR WORSHIP, MISS LANGDON, AND GENTLEMEN, 


I beg to submit herewith my report for the year ending the 3lst 
December, 1957. 


This past year has been one of change, with ever increasing activity 
on the part of the staff, Miss Brown left in January and was replaced 
in February by Miss Barrett. Mr, Murphy left later in the year and 
was replaced by Mr, Decent, who came from Bath. I am happy to say 
that the staff have co-operated and that a splendid team spirit exists. 


There has been a continued activity in Slum Clearance, details 
of which will be seen elsewhere, but the results of the Rent Act have not 
been encouraging, and much still needs to be done to prevent houses 
falling into a state of disrepair which will ultimately cause premature 
demolition, 


Meat inspeetion has taken a considerable amount of time due to the 
heavy inerease in slaughter taking plaee, the bulk of which is for 
export, and if a hundred percent inspection is to be effected an increase 
in staff will be needed, 


t is encouraging to find the owners of the slaughterhouse willing 
to @o-operate to the full in improving conditions for the hygienic 
handling of meat, 


The routine work of the department has continued, and it is 
worthy of note the large number of people who come for advice on all 
manner of problems. 


I am, Madam, Gentlemen, 
Your Obedient Servant, 


N. E. WHITBY, 
Chief Pu.tio Health Inspector. 
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ie WATER SUPPLY 

The Borough of Helston is supplied with water from the mains of the 
Helston & Porthleven Water Company. All water is treated by automatic 
chlorination, 


Samples for bacteriological examination were taken with the following 
results3— 


Ward Samples submitted Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 


Helston pe 9 2 
Porthleven 5 5 O 


The unsatisfactory samples were slightly below the Ministry of 
Health standard for mains water. The matter was referred to the Water 
Company for necessary action and follow-up samples were satisfactory. 


2, SEWERAGE. 


Helston Ward, 

Sewage from the higher levels is carried to the disposal plant by 
gravity. Drainage from the lower. parts of Helston is via automatic 
pumping plant to the disposal works. 


A branch sewer was constructed during the year to cater for a 
group of business premises which were found to be connected to a surfacewater 
conduit, Work was also carried out to recondition equipment at the 
pump house and to considerably increase the pumping capacity. 


The sewage disposal works are of modern design and after primary 
filtration settlement and aeration, the effluent is discharged into 
the River Cober. 


Samples of the effluent were still below the recommended standard 
and it was proved that the large amount of blood entering the sewers 
from the slaughterhouse was responsible. The Pollution Prevention 
Officer of the Cornwall River Board was most helpful to the Borough 
Gouncil in this matter, and work at the slaughterhouse to implement 
his recommendations was nearing completion at the end of the year. 


Porthleven Ward, 
The sewerage system here is by outfalls to the sea and harbour, 


36 INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD, 


Work to improve standards of hygiene in food premises continued 
during the year, but shortage of staff - the post of additional public 
health inspector was vacant for several months — meant that food 
premises were not inspected as often as desirable. 


4. INSPECTION OF FOOD PREMISES — VISITS MADR. 


Restaurants ata 14 Confectioners Pee 1 
Hotel Kitchens .. 2 Wet Fish Shops ... Lt 
Bakehouses eek 4 Fried Fish Shops. 8 
Grocers ome 50 Dairies mem nl 
Ice Cream Dealers el Licensed Premises . 2 
Butchers Te 26 Slaughterhouse ... 592 


Greengrocers ... 15 


5. FOOD SAMPLING. 


The Cornwall County Council are the responsible authority for 
sampling food for chemical analysis to ensure food standards are 
maintained, The following are details of samples taken in Helston during 
1957 by officers of the County Weights and Measures Department. I am 
indebted to Mr. H. A. Rundle, Divisional Inspootor for this information. 
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Article Sampled Number taken. Genuine Adulterated. 


Brawn ° 1 =? 
Butter. 
Cherry Flavoured Cordial. 


Chocolate Cake Coating. 


Pew et 
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Cornish Honey. 
Cornish Pasty. 
Custard Powder, 
Ice Cream. 

Lard. 

Lemonade Powder, 
Malt Vinegar. 
Margarine. 
Marmalade. 

Milk, 1 
Mincemeat,. 
Orange Curd. 
Pork Sausages. 
Strawberry Jam, 
Table Jelly. 
Whisky. 

White Pepper. 


POP HPWHHEPWHPREPHEDOHP NH 
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Totals s=- AO - 
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The quality of milk samples compared favourably with the average 
content for the County as a whole. 


6. MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ACT & REGULATIONS. 


The Milk (Special Designations) Specified Areas Order, 1957 made 
Helston a specified area, and from the lst April, 1957 only specially 
designated milk could be retailed in the Borough, 


At the end of the year eight dairymen were licensed as retailers 
of designated milks. 


Te ICE CREAM. 


Two premises were registered during the year for the sale and 
storage of ice cream. 


The total number of premises now registered is :- 


Manufacturers muse 1 
Ice Cream Dealers... 25 


Eleven samples of ice cream were taken and submitted for bacterio= 
logical examination with the following results :- 


Produced No. of Samples Grade I Grades II - IV 
In the Borough 7 i + 
Outside the Borough 4 4 - 
ki 11 - 


8. MEAT INSPECTION. 


The number of animals slaughtered continues at a high rate, much of 
the trade being for export to other areas. The expansion of the local 
slaughtering industry since meat became decontrolled can be seen by figures 
comparing the number of sheep, calves and pigs killed in 1957 and 1953 (the 
last full year under control). 


1953 1957 
Sheep and Lamhs 1451 5820 
Calves 788 3279 
Pigs 1054 30737 
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Details of Carcases & Offal Inspected and Condemned:— 


Canute se) Budel Calves Shee Pigs Horses. 
eeiuaine a Sapars a wae agree wee IEE 
Se Cows. Lambs 
a ed eS Se ST aaa 
Number killed 819 703 ” 3279 5820 30737 = 
Number inspected 644 594 2528 3398 25082 - 


All diseases EXCEPT 
tuberculosis & cysticerci 


Whole carcases condemned 3 6 4 10 59 _ 
Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned. 153 158 6 365 1279 - 


Percentage of the No, affected 
with disease other than 
tuberculosis & cysticerci 24.22 27.44 0.40 11,04 Syne e - 


Tuberculosis only 


Whole carcases condemned 9 LT 1 - V2 - 
Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned, 94 103 - - 925 - 


Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 


tuberculosis. 15.99 20.04 0.04 - 3.74 - 
Cysticercosis 
Carcases = es ae 2 = = 
Parts of carcases o 2 - = = a 


(Where parts of carcases and offal were condemned for cysticerci, the 
remainder of carcases were detained for the prescribed deep freeze 
treatment before release). 


Total quantity of meat condemned :- 22 tons 13 cwt 3 qrs. 


UNSOUND FOOD. 


The following food was voluntarily surrendered from shops or stores s- 


Meat Products. 


Canned Ham ... ote wes 80 lb. 
Canned Tongue .. eos eee 29, ib. 
Canned Chicken , aieue wee ZANS aleve 
Corned Beed eco ahaa ree ah Ib. 


Poultry Sah Stes aes 06 1b, 
Miscellaneous Canned Meat 
Products 14% 1b. 


Other Food 


Kippers Bic. Aen ete 3 stone 

Cad Himtegs! Pasian Locwyet — sclere 6 stone 
Canned Fish ... shit eco 18 tons 5 cwt, 
Canned Vegetables ... eaake 2l ‘Lb. 

Canned Fruit ... siebe eae 45 lb. 


Total weight :—- 18 tons. 9 cwt. 10 1b. 
The only item of any significance was 1,500 x 28 1b tins of Pilchards 


in Brine, This was bankrupt stock from a fish canning factory, which had 
deteriorated after long storage. 


All unfit food was destroyed or disposed of under the supervision of 
the Public Health Inspector, 
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Housing still presents itself as a public health and social 
problem and whilst slum clearance is progressing and does give those 
living under insanitary conditions priority over the applicant for 
normal housing needs, I am afraid the problem is still far from being 
solved, 


It is most distressing to see some of the results of young 
families living with in-laws and at the present rate of building it 
will take years to provide such families with their own homes. iE 
am certain that if 100% loans could be made to persons to buy their 
own houses much of our housing problem would be solved, because it 
is the lack of available funds for the deposit which is holding back 
many prospective purchasers, 


I am glad to say that this Council has done all it can to 
encourage persons to apply for Improvement Grants, but it is noticeable 
that the bulk of the applications come from owner-occupiers, and 
rarely is one received for the improvement of tenanted houses. 

10. UNFIT HOUSING — ACTION TAKEN. 
(a) Clearance Areas 


Unfit houses demolished oeeeececen “i 
Families displaced eCoeceeceoee 4 
(7 persons). 


(b) Individual Houses Dealt with. 


Unfit houses closed iene See r8 
Families displaced @eccecoove 3 

(10 persons). 

Unfit houses made fit and houses in which defects were remedied 3- 


After informal action by local authority fee 9 


11, IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


Of the 10 applications received for improvement grants, the 
Council approved 8; the grants amounting to £1,558. 


12. NEW HOUSING 
Local Authority Housing. 


New dwellings completed in 1957:- 
Helston Ward 


ine) 


Two-bedroom houses eoeevoce 
Three=bedroom houses eeoee 2 


Porthleven Ward 
Two-bedroom bungalows .eece 2] 
Three=bedroom houses eeee 16 

New dwellings under construction 3lst December,1957:- 
Helston Ward 


Two-bedroom houseS eesecscese 2 
Two-bedroom flats eveccccelé 
Three—bedroom houses ececece & 


Porthleven Ward, 


Two-bedroom bungalows secseoe 4 


Private Enterprise 


Five dwellings were completed during the year and fourteen others 
were under construction at the end of the year, 


13. RENT ACT, 1957. 


Only two applications for certificates of repair were received by 
the local authority. In both cases the applications were granted, but 
in one case the necessary work was done following notice of intention, 
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14. SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT 


Public Health Acts 187 Building Bye-laws 97 
Housing Act 177 Council Houses 268 
Factories 25 Schools 4 
Sewage Plant 116 Watercourses 20 
Refuse Tips 110 Camping Sites 3 
Market PEL Keeping of Animals 7 
Cemeteries 68 Rodent Control 135 
Infectious Disease Insect Pests 3 
Inquiries 2 


hee REFUSE DISPOSAL 


Controlled tipping is carried out at Helston & Porthleven, With 
the exception of a few rural properties in the Borough, a weekly refuse 
collection is made, 


During the year the Council purchased a 10 cubic yard side—loading 
refuse collection vehicle as a replacement. 


LG, PUBLIC CONVENIENCES. 


Seven public conveniences are provided in the Borough, inclusive 
of facilities at the Market and Coronation Park. 


The convenience at Breageside, Porthleven is badly in need of 
replacement owing to subsidence on the site, Unfortunately delay has 
been caused by difficulties in obtaining an alternative site, but 
tentative agreement was made during the year for the leasing of a new 
site from the local harbour company. 


i FACTORIES ACTS 1937 and 1948. 


Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health s:- 


Premises No. on Register, Inspections, 
I Factories in which Sections l, 
2,354 & 6 are to be enforced 
by Local Authority. 
(Factories without power), 24 3 


II Factories not included in I 
in which Section 7 is enforced 
by the Local Authority. 
(Factories with power). 40 22 


III Other premises in which Section 
7 is enforced by the Local 
Authority (excluding outworkers' 
premises). 6 - 
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